Protein Mimicry: A New Dimension for Peptides as Lead Compounds?
A short peptide as mimic for the hemopoietic growth factor erythropoietin (containing 165 amino acids) could be identified with the aid of peptide libraries on phage surfaces (phage display). The crystal structure of a peptide dimer complexed with two erythropoietin receptors (shown on the right) provides an insight into the molecular basis of this protein mimicry.